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Hello Federal Way Public Schools  
Parents and Guardians,

We have a lot to celebrate this school year, 
with graduation rates reaching a peak of 
86.2 percent for the class of 2018, and 
English Language Arts (ELA) data indicating 
we are making steady progress toward our 
third-grade reading goals. We know scholar 
results are the ultimate measure of our 
success, and we are relentless in our focus 
toward continuous improvement. 

However, our output and effort has not 
been matched by state input in funding. 
Over the past 10 years, Federal Way Public 
Schools (FWPS) scholars have received 
$76.7 million less than other districts in 
the region. In addition, FWPS is receiving 
approximately $30 million less than other 
districts in the area due to structural 
deficiencies in the new McCleary funding. 

We have a balanced budget for the 2019–20 
school year. However, if nothing changes, 
we will have an approximately $10 million 
deficit in the next few years. I want you 
to know that we are planning for this 
shortfall now, so we can continue to be 
fiscally responsible. Of the 295 districts in 
Washington state, FWPS is one of 293 that 
will be making strategic cuts to its budget 
over the next few years. We are committed 
to scholar success, and we will be making 
these cuts in a way that has as little impact 
on the classroom as possible.

Despite these challenges, we are a district 
positioned to accomplish our goals, and we 
have a lot to celebrate. We have a strong, 
unified vision, driven by our strategic 
plan, we have wonderful scholars who are 
focused on learning, and we have staff 
who care deeply about the success of our 
scholars.

In partnership,

Federal Way Public Schools State of Education

Federal Way Public Schools 
graduation rate increases 
sixth year in a row

Federal Way Public Schools graduation 
rate has reached its all-time high in 

recent history with 86.2 percent for the 
class of 2018. Each of the four compre-
hensive high schools and TAF@Saghalie 
experienced an increase. The district’s 
graduation rates have risen steadily for six 
years in a row. 

From 2012 to 2018, the district’s four-year 
cohort graduation rates have increased by 
a total of 16 points. FWPS is a leader in the 
region, and is surpassing the state average  
in graduation rates and college enrollment.

Federal Way Public Schools  

is ours. The school district  

sits inside a city with  

adults who live and work  

here and they leave their 

children with us for 6+ hours  

a day, five days a week. It is 

an incredible responsibility 

we have, but it is a shared 

responsibility with every 

citizen of the cities we serve.”

D R . TA M M Y  C A M P B E L L ,  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T
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* in recent history

FOR   6   YEARS IN A ROW  
our grad rates have increased

86
GRAD  
RATE

CLASS OF 2018 %

WE’RE COLLEGE & CAREER FOCUSED

*

Find the complete State of Education address 
here: www.fwps.org/2018events 

“At the November 7, 2018 Greater Federal 
Way Chamber State of Education address, 
Superintendent Dr. Campbell shared recent 

successes for scholars attending Federal Way Public 
Schools, and the district’s commitment towards areas 
of improvement. The district is in its third year of the 
strategic plan and is seeing progress in each of the five 
goal areas. Campbell thanked the community for the 
contributions they are making  
to make FWPS a great place  
for scholars to learn and  
grow. Check out these  
highlights:

Extraordinary people doing  
extraordinary things for scholars

GOAL 2  
Attendance at Scholar-

Led Conferences has 
increased every year, 
with 94% attending  

in 2018

TAF@Saghalie  
is recognized 7 years 
in a row as a School 

of Distinction for 
its commitment to 
improving student 

outcomes

GOAL 2 
Our scholars are 

safe, respectful and 
responsible. 93% of 

all scholars have had 
no major discipline 

issues

GOAL 5 
Class of 2017 

graduation rate  
tops the RoadMap 

RegionGOAL 5 
9th grade  

scholars on-track  
for graduation  

continues to 
 improve

GOAL 5 
Leading in 

college going 
attendance

GOAL 5 
63% of Class  

of 2016 high school 
graduates attending 

college

A measure of Goal 5: 
Persistence to  
Graduation. 2017 FWPS 
rate of graduation tops  
the region’s districts, 
 including Auburn, 
Highline, Kent, Renton, 
South Seattle  
and Tukwila.

A measure of Goal 2: 
Whole Child: Thriving, 
Confident, Responsible. 
Individuals. Since fall of 
2016, over 20,000 families 
have attended these 
conferences.

1 of only 26 schools in the Puget 
Sound region out of 331 schools 

in 10 school districts received this 
honor. TAF@Saghalie has received 

this distinction more than any other 
school in the Puget Sound region.

A measure of Goal 5: 
Persistence to Graduation, 
87% of ninth grade scholars 
are on-track to graduate.

We are third in the Road Map 
Region with 71% of our high school 
graduates taking one or more AP, 
IB or Cambridge course(s) in high 
school.

We are third in the Road Map 
Region with 60% of high school 
graduates having met the 
College Academic Distribution 
Requirements.

Enrollment in pre-college 
coursework has significantly 
reduced for scholars enrolling in 
2 year colleges from 55% in 2012 
decreasing to 38% in 2016.

A measure of Goal 5: 
Persistence to Graduation.  
For two consecutive years, 
FWPS has outperformed the 
state average for scholars 
who enroll in a two or  
four year program.















� Wednesday,  
March 27, 
2019

�  6 – 8 p.m.
� Federal Way 

High School
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OUR COMMITMENT  
TO SAFETY
In FWPS, the safety of our students and staff is our 

highest priority, and we work daily to improve and 
ensure a safe learning environment at each of our 
schools.  

We are enhancing emergency preparedness 
training for K–12 students throughout the 
district. In partnership with local law enforcement, 
we developed a training designed to teach grades 
6–12 students how to use the nationally recognized 
strategies of “Run, Hide, Fight”. This training was 
provided to secondary students in December. In 
January, elementary students will receive training on 
the strategies, “Run and Hide.” A group of parents have 
provided feedback and input related to the elementary 
training material. 

We continue to strengthen our partnership with 
our local police and fire partners. Throughout 
fall 2018, these critical partners joined us on visits to 
every school site and reviewed current safety plans and 
conditions at each school. These site visits support our 
efforts to build robust emergency and incident response 
plans that are customized for each school site. We 
appreciate the support of our local fire department and 
law enforcement partners to ensure our schools are safe 
places to learn and work every day.
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On December 5, FWPS 
hosted a celebration to 
mark the completion 
of the multi- phase 
Federal Way High 
School construction 
project.

RETURNS TO FWPS!
Washington State ranks #1 in the 
concentration of STEM-related jobs, 
#1 in technology innovation capacity, 
and #3 in STEM job growth.

Scholars in pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12 can learn how 
fun and rewarding STEM career 
opportunities can be, and explore 
opportunities in our region!

This action packed event will feature 
over 80+ booths including businesses, 
colleges, apprenticeship programs, 
and more.

Talk to STEM professionals from 
a wide range of fields, from con-
struction to computer programming 
and engineering to environmental 
science.

Scholars can participate in activities 
and competitions such as a Hack-a-
thon, Microsoft Experience Room 
and Chess Tournament.

Take a sneak peek to learn about  
how STEM is changing the future  
in homes, cars and more. 

Check out the latest cool projects 
from our STEM clubs and Sphero 
robotic clubs!

Scholars will walk away with 
knowledge and direction on how to 
pursue a STEM career pathway! 

Events like these can change the 
trajectory for our scholars, and spark 
an interest in a subject area they had 
not previously known existed. It’s 
never too early for scholars to learn 
about high wage, high demand jobs in 
our region!

It supports the district’s strategic plan 
Goal 5, Persistence to Graduation, 
and demonstrates our commitment 
to ensure our scholars graduate from 
high school ready for college, career, 
and post-secondary experiences.

Mark your calendars 
and plan to attend 
FWPS third annual 
STEM Expo Night!

You don’t want to miss 

this year’s exciting event 

featuring all things 

Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math 

(STEM), with the arts 

mixed in (STEAM)!

PREPARE FOR A BRIGHT STEM FUTURE

EXPLORE STEM CAREERS

 LEARN ABOUT STEM PATHWAYS

FEDERAL WAY
HIGH SCHOOL

G R A N D  O P E N I N G
Thanks to all who  
came out to  
celebrate!

This exciting event 
included a ribbon cutting, 
and community tours of 
the new facility. Attendees 
enjoyed food catered by the 
FWHS ProStart culinary 
arts class.

Another highlight of the 
evening was a scholar art 
exhibit featuring artwork from 
secondary scholars throughout 
the district. Congratulations 
to the following scholars, who 
took home top awards in the 
judges’ selection and community 
selection categories:

Judge selection contest:
Henry Youngjohn and  
Astrid Anderson, 1st place
Eden Beyene, 2nd place
Seung Hong, 3rd place

Community selection contest:
Eden Beyene, 1st place
Anastasia Smalley, 2nd place
Tierra Ammirata, 3rd place

Attendees also had the 
opportunity to see performances 
featuring the rich arts programs 
from each of our high schools, in 
the new state-of-the-art theater.
Thank you, voters, for making 
this new facility possible and 
helping our scholars prepare 
for 21st century jobs! For more 
information and to see additional 
photos of the new facility, visit 
www.fwps.org. 

Our scholars are safe, respectful and responsible.
Nearly all of our scholars are contributing to safe 
learning environments. Ninety-three percent of our 
scholars have had no major discipline issues.  

Scholars Without Exclusionary Discipline

94% 96%
90% 94%

High (9–12)Middle (6–8)Elementary (K–5)

2016–17 2017–18

All

93% 95%
90% 91%

Here are the top 10 reasons why 
scholars and families should 
attend FWPS STEM Expo:
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When students do misbehave, we are often asked 
the following questions:

Q1. Why does the district do nothing about student 
misbehavior?

The district does discipline students for misbehavior. 
However, unless you are the parent of a student 
receiving discipline, you will not know discipline is 
occurring, because of student privacy. Student privacy 
is guided by Federal Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA), which prohibits the district from sharing 
this information. It may feel like nothing is happening 
when you aren’t aware of the details, but discipline 
is occurring. It is simply not true that FWPS is not 
disciplining students for misbehavior.

Q2. Why doesn’t the district prevent students who 
misbehave from coming to school indefinitely?

The district cannot prevent students from coming to 
school indefinitely since this would be in violation of 
Washington Administrative Code (WAC) Chapter 392-
400, Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 28A.600, and 
guidelines identified by the Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction (OSPI). All 295 school districts 
in Washington state are bound by these same codes 
and guidelines. The reason these codes are in place is 
so schools teach students appropriate behaviors and 
expectations while attending school when there are 
discipline concerns. In K–12 schools, we have young 
people with young minds who are still learning, 
developing and growing in their understanding of 
appropriate behavior. As a result, schools are required 
to reteach expectations when students make mistakes 
and apply progressive discipline depending on severity. 
In situations where there is serious misbehavior, we 
apply serious consequences and rely on our families as 
partners to reinforce our expectations.

It is in our best interest to have a safe learning 
environment for every scholar. We have consistently 
communicated this expectation to our leadership and 
across all of our schools, and we want to make sure the 
broader community understands this as well. If you 
have any questions, please contact us at 253-945-2000.
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F 
ederal Way Public Schools launched 

the Scholar Art in the City initiative to 
showcase the artistic talents of FWPS 
elementary, middle, and high school 
scholars. The district is partnering 
with 36 businesses and organizations to 
feature art and written work created by 
FWPS scholars that rotate on a quarterly 
basis. Thank you to the following businesses 
and organizations for displaying scholar art!

BE
CA

USE OF 

OU

Clay WilliamsSabine Watson

Emma Scott

Amy RapadaAmy Irvine

Oksana Chmil

Jordan Lybeck

Donte Green

Eula McMillian 
Williams

Coley VeitenhansCinda Rousseau

Erica Gray

EDUCATORS RECEIVE “BECAUSE OF  
YOU” AWARD AT BOARD MEETINGS 

Educators do extraordinary things for 
our scholars and schools each day. To 
recognize these difference-makers, 

scholars nominate Federal Way Public School 
staff for the “Because of You” award who 
have had a positive influence and impact on 
scholars, their school, or their community. 
Nominations are reviewed and selected by 
the Superintendent’s Scholar Advisory team, 
and each month staff members are honored 
at a board meeting.

Check out the educators who 
recently received the 

“Because of You” award! 
For information about 
how each of these 
educators is making 
a difference, check 

out www.fwps.org/
becauseofyou.

•	 Advancing Leadership
•	 Asensio Coffee
•	 B&R Expresso Bar
•	 Barnes & Noble
•	 Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
•	 Better Properties Real Estate
•	 Billy McHale’s
•	 Cascade Veterinary Hospital
•	 City of Federal Way, Mayor’s 

Office
•	 Coldwell Banker Danforth Inc.
•	 Columbia Bank
•	 Communities in Schools of 

Federal Way

•	 Eagle Tire & Automotive
•	 Federal Way 320th Library, 

King County Library System
•	 Federal Way Barber College
•	 Federal Way Library,  

King County Library System
•	 Fusion Décor Boutique
•	 Greater Federal Way  

Chamber of Commerce
•	 HomeStreet Bank
•	 Joe’s Deli
•	 Ma Boulangerie
•	 Macy’s
•	 Marista’s Coffee Shop
•	 Marlene’s Market & Deli
•	 Multi-Service Center

Federal Way Public Schools is honored to partner with the 
Korean School of Federal Way to support opportunities 
to learn about the Korean language and its culture. Since 
2011, FWPS has opened its doors first at Federal Way 

Public Academy, now at TAF@Saghalie to lease space to this 
weekend program that serves pre-kindergarten to twelfth grade 
students, as well as adults. The program currently serves over 214 
students, at least half of which are FWPS scholars. Korean is one 
of the top seven languages spoken in FWPS. As the most diverse 
school district in Washington state, this partnership helps share 
the Korean culture with our community and embraces the rich 
diversity in FWPS. 

Standards-Based Grading and Reporting (SBGR) Forum

A  grade is 
the ultimate form of feedback 

to a student and it must be accurate. As 
a result, Federal Way Public Schools is 
working diligently to ensure every scholar’s 
grade is accurate. 

We would like to invite parents and the 
community to provide valuable feedback to 
inform high quality and consistent grading 
practices across schools. 

If you have questions about SBGR in 
FWPS, contact us at 253-945-2126 or visit 
www.fwps.org/SBGR.

The first SBGR forum of the 
2018–19 school year was held 
October 30 at Lakota Middle 
School. These open forums 
strengthen the district’s 
partnership with parents, 
families and community 
members and focus on grading 
and reporting aligned with 
learning standards and 
research-based best practices. 

Jan. 16, 2019
6–7:30 p.m. 
Camelot Elementary School 
4041 S 298th St.  
Auburn, WA 98001

Mar. 13, 2019
6–7:30 p.m. 
Federal Way High School 
30611 16th Ave S. 
Federal Way, WA 98003

May 15, 2019
6–7:30 p.m. 
Twin Lakes Elementary  
4400 SW 320th St.  
Federal Way, WA 98023

Light refreshments will be provided. 
Spanish, Korean, Russian, Ukrainian and 
Somali interpreters will also be available. 

Join us!
Mark your 
calendars and 
attend one or all 
of our upcoming 
SBGR forums.

Joe’s Deli, TAF@Saghalie

HomeStreet Bank, Illahee Middle School
Superintendent Dr. Campbell with 

Victoria, a Lakeland Elementary 
scholar, at The Chopped Leaf

Verrazano’s 
Italian 
Restaurant, 
Star Lake 
Elementary

•	 Planet Fitness
•	 Poverty Bay Cafe & Coffee 

Company
•	 Qualstar Credit Union,  

Federal Way Branch
•	 Red Robin
•	 Shear Magic Hair & Nail Design 
•	 State Farm
•	 The Chopped Leaf
•	 Three Trees Yoga & Healing 

Arts Center
•	 Verrazano’s Italian Restaurant
•	 Vince’s Italian Restaurant  

& Pizzeria
•	 Windermere Real Estate  

West Campus

CALLING ON ORDINARY  
MEMBERS OF OUR STAFF  
AND OUR COMMUNITY TO 
do extraordinary
things for scholars
We can’t do this work alone. 
Schools are an extension of the 
community. 

•	 Make	a	difference	as	a	mentor	
in	our	schools.

•	 Volunteer	your	time	and	
resources.

•	 Speak	of	possibility	and	
optimism	about	your	school	
district.

•	 Are	you	a	doubter	or	a	difference 
maker?	We	are	counting	on	our	
community	to	make	FWPS	a	
great	place	for	scholars	to	learn	
and	grow,	ready	for	21st	century	
college	and	career.

FWPS and Korean School of Federal Way partnership going strong

Victoria’s artwork

Superintendent Campbell acknowledged the strong 
partnership of the Korean School of Federal Way and 
FWPS at the December 11 board meeting
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN Federal Way Public Schools WINTER 2019

IN
SI

DE
:

1 
 FW

PS
 ce

le
br

at
es

 su
cc

es
se

s o
f s

tr
at

eg
ic

 p
la

n

2 
 FW

HS
 G

ra
nd

 O
pe

ni
ng

 C
el

eb
ra

tio
n

2 
 O

ur
 co

m
m

itm
en

t t
o 

sa
fe

 le
ar

ni
ng

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ts

3 
 Sc

ho
la

r A
rt

 in
 th

e 
Ci

ty

Winter construction updates 

DESIGN PHASE 

Thomas Jefferson High

We’ve held three community 
meetings over the past few 
months, where we’ve heard from 
staff, parents and neighbors. 
One common question has been 
in regard to parking and traffic 
during construction. We’ve heard 
your concerns, and we’re working 
hard to come up with a solution 
that allows for safe traffic flow 
during pick up and drop off now 
and throughout construction.

PLANNING PHASE 

Star Lake Elementary
Totem Middle

We’ve held six community 
meetings since May 2018, and 
we’ve heard from neighbors, 
staff, students and families about 
these two schools. Thank you to 
all who have shared your voice 
throughout this process. You 
provide a valuable perspective 
as we determine how to best 
approach the rebuilding of these 
two schools. 

DESIGN PHASE 

Mirror Lake Elementary
Wildwood Elementary
Lake Grove Elementary 

These three elementary schools 
are marching toward construction 
in 2019. We’ve heard from staff, 
parents, students and neighbors 
as we work hard to finalize the 
design for each school. Check 
out these designs for each school 
building, at left.  
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NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org

Lake Grove Elementary design

Mirror Lake Elementary design

Wildwood Elementary design

Star Lake Elementary 
and Totem Middle School 
community meeting

Neighbors share their thoughts 
on current traffic conditions at 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
community meeting


